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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.

Section "A," 1950.

The PRESIDENT: I have received from
the Auditor General a copy of Section "A"
of his report on the Treasurer's statement
of the Public Accounts for the financial
year ended the 30th June, 1950. It will
be laid on the Table of the House.

STANDING ORDERS.

Report 0f Committee.

Report of Standing Orders Committee
now considered.

in' Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dirmmitt in the Chair.

Standing Order No. 3:
The CHAIRMAN: members have before

them the report of the Standing Orders
Committee, also the Standing Orders. We
shall take each proposed amendment
separately. The first recommendation is-

After the definition of "clerk" insert
the following:-

"Elect" means after nominations
have been taken a ballot shall be held,
if necessary, to decide who shall be
elected;

"Elected" shall have a corresponding
meaning.

Recommendation put and passed.
Standing Order No. 15:

Delete the words "or unopposed."
Standing Order No. 19:

Delete all the words after the word
"put" in line 4, down to and including
the word "Council" in line 6.

The foregoing recommendations were
agreed to.

[48]

Standing Order No. 31:
The CHAIRMAN: The next recommend-

ation is to amend Standing Order 31 as
follows:-

(1) Insert the words "or a deputy
Chairman" after the word "President."

(2) Delete all the words after
"Chair" in line 2.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I1 suppose I should
have gone through and checked the pro-
posed amendments with the Standing
Orders affected, but I think members ought
to be given a little explanation as to what
is proposed in regard to the deletion or
addition of various words in the Standing
Orders, as I feel sure that most of us are
in a complete fog as to what is taking
place.

The CHAIRMAN: I would draw the hon.
member's attention to the fact that one
week ago the Standing Orders Committee's
report was distributed to members, who
have been given a week to study the pro-
posed amendments.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I quite understand
that. In my view, however, it is like intro-
ducing a Bill without having a second read-
ing speech. If members had been able
to have a general debate in the first place
and then gone into Committee, to deal with
the recommendations, I feel sure much
more good would be derived from the pro-
posed alterations of the Standing Orders.

Hon. W. J. MANN: 1, too, must plead
guilty to not having perused this report.
Though I1 had been looking out for it, I
was not aware it was on my desk. I have
gone through a number of the amend-
.ments, w~hich appear satisfactory. I
wonder if I would be in order in moving
that progress be reported and leave given
to sit again.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member may
move that progress be reported and leave
asked to sit again.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I shall do so.
Progress reported.

BILL-RESERVE FUNDS (LOCAL
AUTHORITIES).
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 19th October.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [4.42]: I
Intend to support the second reading, but
there are one or two phases about which
I am not too happy. I believe that the
Hill may be discussed more freely in
Committee, and so I shall reserve my
queries until that stage is reached. I am
not too happy about that part of the
Bill which provides that where a local
authority submits a request for authorisa-
tion, it shall be by notice in writing
specifying particulars of the request to a
meeting of ratepayers.
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Hon. H. S. W. Parker: A meeting con-
vened by notice.

Hon. 0. FRASER: Yes; it would be
convened by niotice given by the local
authority. The point is that In the event
of 20 ratepayers being present, they would
be sufficient to upset the desires of the
local authority because the number of
ratepayers is stipulated. In the event of
20 ratepayers not being present, the re-
quest may be submitted to the Minister,
but if 20 ratepayers attended, they could
veto the proposal of the local authority.

Admittedly the meeting would be con-
vened by notice, but a district may de-
sire something urgently from the
point of view of the local authority but
something not of great public Im-
portance-not a football ground, for in-
stance, or something of that description
when the attendance would probably be
large-and if only 20 ratepayers vetoed
the proposal, that would be the end of
it. This seems to be a very weak end-
ing to an issue. In Committee we shall
be able to discuss it more freely and per-
haps arrive at some more acceptable
proposal.

The other point Is that a local author-
ity may have a reserve fund for a par-
ticular purpose but, under the Bill, the
money may be used for something else
if there is no pressing need at the mo-
ment for the item for which the money
has been reserved. I am aware that the
Bill contains a safeguard that the money
so invested must be readily convertible,
but while that might appear to be so at
the time when the money was invested,
something might occur between then and
the time when it is desired to convert
into cash and the object of the local
authority may thus be defeated.

The two points I have outlined need
much more clarification than they have
received and I hope t~at in Committee
we shall be able to arrive at something
better. I believe that in a general way
the provision of reserve funds is highly
desirable, and I do not wish to do any-
thing to prevent local authorities from
functioning in the best possible manner.
However, further discussion is needed in
order to improve the Bill.

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East) [4.461:
1 support the second reading because I
consider that, in the circumstances, the
proposal represents a very wise move.
Needless to say, numerous local authorities
will not have an opportunity of placing
money in reserve funds. I am afraid that
this Bill has been introduced largely be-
cause some local authorities have had their
electric light plants taken over by the State
Electricity Commission and have received
considerable sums of money therefrom.
Another reason for the Bill is that it will
permit of 5 per cent. of the general revenue
of a local authority being utilised, and

thus these bodies will have an opportunity
to set aside money for work that they may
desire to do in future.

The ratepayers of any local governing
authority would be entitled to a reduction
of rates if the Bill were not passed and
the local authority had a large sum of
money in hand from realised assets. Such
money would rightly belong to the rate-
payers. The 5 per cent. stipulated is not
a large proportion, and the boards f or-
tunate enough td have money with which
to establish reserve funds will be able to
use those funds to advantage In future.

As to the point raised by Mr. Fraser,
I believe that provision is already made
in the Act for an attendance of 20 rate-
payers at a meeting convened by notice.
Usually the notice is given by advertise-
ment published in the local newspaper.

Hon. G. Fraser: The point is that an
ordinary meeting of ratepayers has no
authority, but this meeting of 20 rate-
payers would have full authority.

Hon. W. H. HALL: That is so. Rate-
payers ought to attend these meetings. The
trouble with aL lot of organisations is that
the people who belong to them do not take
an active interest in their affairs. Should
a meeting be convened, the ratepayers
ought to attend so that they may give a
direction to the local authority as to what
shall be done with the money or for what
purpose it shall be reserved. The Bill is
a worthy one and I hope it will be passed.

On motion by the Minister for Transport,
debate adjourned.
BILL-ROADS AGREEMENTS BETWEEN
THE STATE HOUSING COMMISSION

AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES.
Received from the Assembly and read a

first time.
BILL-STATE TRADING CONCERNS

ACT AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Assembly without

amendment.
BILL-STATE HOUSING ACT

AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

D)ebate resumed from the 19th October.

BON. H. K. WATSON (Metropolitan)
[4.531: One of the objects of the Bill is to
remove In part the prohibition hitherto
existing against the imposition by local
authorities of rates on vacant land held
by the State Housing Commission. At the
moment, the State Housing Commission
owns or controls over 3,000 acres-say,
10,000 building lots-so it can be gathered
that the question is of considerable im-
portance to local authorities, some of which
feel that the Bill does not go far enough
In removing the disabilities under which
they labour. Having looked into the case
they put up, I am inclined to agree with
them.
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Under the principal Act, as it is to be
amended by the Bill, rates levied on land
owned by the State Housing Commission
must not be greater than the amount of
rates which were collected on such land
before it was acquired by that authority.
That is to say, if today the local authority
rate is 3s. in the E1, and it happened to
be 2s. in the E when the land was ac-
quired by the Housing Commission some
years ago, then 2s. in the £ would be the
maximum rate that the local authority
could impose on that land. Similarly, if
the unimproved value of a piece of land
happened to be £200 today, but was only
£50 when acquired, say, five or ten years
ago, by the Housing Commission, then £50
would be the maximum value which the
local authority could place on that piece
of land.

That state of affairs could create all
sorts of anomalies. We could have side
by side two blocks, both purchased at the
same time, in say, 1940, one by the State
Housing Commission and the other by a
private individual. Let us assume that
they were purchased for £50 each and are
today worth £300. Under the law as it
stands, and as it is proposed in the Bill,
the block owned by the private individual
would be valued at £300 and rated on that
amount, whereas that owned by the State
Housing Commission would be valued at.
and be rated on, £ 50. That seems to be
anomalous, and it also raises the point
that, not only does it create adminis-
trative difficulties by compelling road
boards to make these valuations for
special classes of land, but, insofar as
any one class of ratepayer is given a
special privilege, that special privilege can
be granted only at the expense of the
general community, or the other class of
ratepayers. For this reason, I think the
Bill should go fufrther than it does, and
when it is dealt with in Committee I
propose to move that it be amended ac-
cordingly.

The measure also provides that the
maximum salary at which anyone can
qualify for the purchase of a worker's
home shall be increased to £750 per an-
num. To that proposal I offer no ob-
jection. I do, however, seriously ques-
tion the third proposition in the Bil,
which is to increase the amount which
can be advanced for a worker's home to
£2,000, repayable over 40 years, with the
purchaser putting up a deposit as low as
£5. That proposal appears to call for
critical examination by this House. par-
ticularly as the advance will be made
from loan funds borrowed on the security
of the State.

I might remind members that the
Workers' Homes Board, which was formed
in 1912, filled a niche and served a use-
ful purpose in the community, but it
never dominated the housing position or
the building industry as the State Hous-
ing Commission does today. The Workers'

Homes Board was by no means the sole
or major building constructor. It merely
supplemented, in a small degree, the
home-building activities of the commn-
ity In general. After 38 years of opera-
tion, the board-or rather the State
Housing Commission now-has '783 pro-
perties on its books. I am a little afraid
that the Commission Is about to enter
into the workers' homes business on the
same grand scale as it has engaged in the
construction of rental homes in recent
years; and I suggest that would not be
any good for the people of Western Aus-
tralsa.

The scarcity of homes for the private
home-builder has, in recent years. been
due largely to a shortage of materials.
But it has also been due, in no small
measure, to the fact that the controlling
authority-that is, the State Housing
Commission-is withholding from the
market enormous supplies of materials for
its own aggrandisement and for its own
excessive activities. When we remember
that up to the 30th June, 1950, the State
Housing Commission constructed 3,56
rental homes at a cost of just on
£5,000,000; and that at the moment it has
in the course of erection 1,016 rental
homes at a cost of £1,400,000; and that
it contemplates commencing between the
1st July last and the 30th June next a
further 2,500 of these homes at a cost of
£3,500,000, members will realise and ap-
preciate the inroads which the State
Housing Commission has made into the
home-building activities of the commun-
ity in general. On top of that we find
that it still owns approximately 10.000
vacant blocks.

Before we ever had a Housing Commis-
sion, the community built all the houses
it required and it could do the same to-
morrow if the Housing Commission were
wound up. One of the principal reasons
for the creation of the Workers' Homes
Board in 1912 was the lack of finance for
the small home-builders or purchasers. In
those days there was no such thing as
the Commonwealth Bank credit fancier
department. Today there is adequate
finance available from a variety of
sources. We find that the credit fancier
department of the Commonwealth Rank,
which was established three or four years
ago, is adequately looking after the class
of Person the Workers Homes' Board
catered for in pre-war years.

Hon. G. Fraser: I question that.
Hon. H. K. WATSON: And the credit

fancier department of the Commonwealth
Bank lends up to 85 per cent. of the
valuation of the property with a maxi-
mum advance of £1,750 repayable over
33 years at 9s. per £100 per month and
with interest at the extraordinarily low
rate of 3 '7-8 per cent per annum. The
Western Australian figures of the opera-
tions of the credit foncier department of
the bank are not available, but it ap-
pears from the bank's last annual report

1371
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that from January, 1946, to the 30th June,
1950. that particular department through-
out Australia advanced £14,500,000 on
13,000 properties.

In those circumstances I see no justi-
fication for our State Housing Commis-
sion staying in the home-building indus-
try on a grand scale. I submit that the
Housing Commission should be the supple-
mentary authority and not the dominat-
ing authority in the building industry in
this State. I can see no justification for
the State Housing Commission, in these
times, lending £2,000 on a deposit of as
low as £5. In this particular connection
I would remind members that Section 60
of the principal Act governs the erection
of war service homes by the State Hous-
ing Comrmission. An applicant for a war
service home not only has to have all the
special claims and qualifications of an
ordinary applicant for a worker's home but
he also has to have the further qualifica-
tions of an ex-serviceman. Even that type
of applicant is still required to put up a
deposit of at least 10 per cent. of the
valuation of a property. That is to say,
the maximum advance granted under the
war service homes system is 90 per cent.
of the valuation.

Hon. 0. Fraser: That is not correct.
Hon. H. K. WATSON: Have a look at

Section 60 of the principal Act.
Hon. 0. Fraser: I can tell you what is

operating; never mind about the Act.
Hon. H. KC. WATSON: I am afraid I

can gather my information only from the
Act. The Minister has said, on top of all
this, that workers' homes will be built In
the very near future at a cost of approxi-
mately £1,400 to £1,500. In view of these
circumstances, it seems to me that the
existing provision of a £1,500 advance for
a worker's home is more than adequate.
Subject to the points that I have made,
I propose to support the second reading of
the Bill.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [5.51: I in-
tend to support the second reading of the
Bill but ITam not too happy about the rating
section of it. I quite realise, and am
prepared to support a move which will
give to local authorities some rates for
the land. We have to realise that the
State Housing Commission has a large
number of blocks. Mr. Watson has just
mentioned that the Commission has some-
thing like 10,000 blocks throughout the
metropolitan area.

Hon. H. K. Watson: And 10,000 too many.
Hon. 0. FRASER: The possibilities are

that the Commission will Purchase more
land, and I hope it does. This will mean
that some of those blocks will not be
built upon for 10 to 20 Years. So. if we
agree that rates shall be levied on those
blocks from, we will say, the moment the
land Is purchased by the Housing Comn-

mission, there will be a tidy little bill, so
far as rates are concerned, to go on to the
value of the blocks when they are allotted
to applicants f or homes. Therefore, this
question of the imposition of rates worries
me, and I am wondering how we can pos-
sibly lighten the burden.

I know that proposals have been Put
forward. One suggestion is that it shall
operate only from the time the land is
subdivided. Another proposition is that
the rates shall be levied from the moment
the State Housing Commission takes over
the land. Just how we will overcome the
difficulty I do not know, but I am in-
clined to support the proposal that the
rates shall be levied from the time the
land is subdivided. I would assume that
within a reasonable time from subdivision.
the land will be built upon by the State
Housing Commission. We have to realise
that the Commission has purchased large
strips of country that is purely bush land.
In many cases the local authorities have
no intention of building roads and so on
until such time as homes are built on the
land. In those circumstances the road
boards are not being put to any expense
and I do not think they will be placed
in an awkward position if they are not re-
ceiving rates from that land.

But I will agree that the moment the
subdivision takes place and the local
authorities begin to spend money on the
building of roads and so forth, then they
are entitled to some return by way of
rates. There are areas in my province
where bush strips have been taken over
by the Housing Commission and they have
been permitted to remain in that
state for some considerable time. I
would not like people who purchase
this land from the State Housing
Commission to be forced to pay large sums
of money merely because the Commission
adds the rates on to the value of the blocks.
My endeavour to is to see justice done
to both the clients of the State Housing
Commission and the local governing
authorities. Up to date I have not ar-
rived at that happy frame of mind where
I could say that I would support any par-
ticular move in that regard.

I do not share the same thought as Mr.
Watson regarding the value that is to
be placed on the blocks of land. I realise
that anomalies will be created if different
values are made in respect of land that
comes under the State Housing Commnis-
sion as against land held by private per-
sons. But the point I am concerned about
-and I have given some thought to it-is
that a lot of the land I have referred to
has been held by the Commission for many
years and a large amount of it is merely
bush country. If it is sold at present-day
values it will mean a considerable rake-off
to the Housing Commission. So there is
an angle to which we must give thought.
Much of the land bought by the Housing
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Commission many years ago would prob-
ably be six or seven times its original
value. One portion of my own province
comes to mind. This area is at East Fre-
mantle and in the early stages it was dedi-
cated as workers' homes land-I think that
was prior to the 1914-18 war. It is still
in its virgin state and I can imagine what
value would be placed on that land today.

It is not fair that the State Housing
Commission or any Government depart-
ment should capitalise on these increased
values when it is dealing with its clients.
Although the land was dedicated for work-
ers' homes, we did hear recently that there
has been considerable agitation in the Fre-
mantle area over the last six or twelve
months, in connection with this particular
land and certain interests have been push-
ing for the building of workers' homes in

that area. We have been informed, rightly
or wrongly, that owing to the increased
value of the land-brought about not be-
cause the Qovernment has done anything
as the land has lain idle all these years.
but because of the activity in the district
and the buildings being erected by other
people-the Commission considers that this
land is now too good for the building of
workers' homes.

So I can imagine that if the present-day
value is placed on that land it will be a
prohibitive price to a person desirous of
building a home there, for which purpose
the land was originally dedicated. There-
fore, some thought must be given to that
aspect. I want to meet the local governing
authorities in the best possible manner,
but in meeting them I do not want to
place a burden on people who will be
building homes. During the course of his
remarks, Mr. Watson mentioned that there
was no justification for advancing more
than 90 per cent. under the Workers'
Homes Act. He spoke of the War Service
Homes Act and stated that 10 per cent.
was required as a deposit under that legis-
lation. That is correct in certain cases.
But several different sections operate under
that Act. I suppose there would be eight
or nine different ways of gaining finance
under the War Service Homes Act. I will
admit that in the marginal note on the
application form It states that the appli-
cant shall find 10 per cent., and that 10
per cent. is charged under some sections
of the Act.

There are other sections of the Act
under which, for in-stance, the war service
homes authorities sell dwellings under con-
tracts of sale. They have a sliding scale
of charges in that respect and accept as
little as 5 per cent., the graduated scale
applying to higher amounts until 10 per
cent., if I remember aright, applies to
the £2,000 home. Those are the actual
charges made by the War Service Homes
Department, notwithstanding anything
that Is in the Act or on its application
forms. I hope Mr. Watson will check up

on that, because if he does so he will
find that is what happens regarding the
charges. I trust that no move will be
made to restrict the amount to be ad-
vanced for workers' homes. If that step
were taken, we might just as well wipe
that portion of the Act out altogether and
allow the State Housing Commission to
continue erecting rental homes under the
Commonwealth-State agreement.

One reason why the Workers' Homes
Act was originally introduced in 1912 was
to provide dwellings for those who could
not make any other arrangements. Mr.
Watson suggested that because of the
foncier system adopted by the Com-
monwealth Bank and also by other
institutions, that need has been met.
On the contrary, it has not been
met. We have been told that the Coam-
rnonwealtb Bank will advance a greater
percentage than will any other financial
Institution. But it wilt not advance be-
yond 85 per cent. If members recollect
the position that prevailed in pre-war
days, they will appreciate that possibly
'the greatest advance was made by a.
building society which advanced about 70
per cent.

The Commonwealth Bank has not gone
to the extent that the old Workers' Homes
Board did, but has merely gone about half -
way. The board accepted deposits accord-
ing to the circumstances of the individual
concerned. It could almost be said that
it advanced the full 100 per cent. because
even on a £2,000 home it was empowered
under the Act to accept a deposit as low
as £5. The Commonwealth Bank has
never gone more than half way between
the 70 per cent. and the 100 per cent.
in advancing up to 85 per cent. If we
were to provide any maximum amount in
the Act, it would prevent people in whose
interests the original Workers' Homes Act
was passed from deriving any advantage
at all. We must realise that it is much
harder in these days to provide a deposit
of 15 per cent. than it was to pay over £5
in the old days.

Hon. H1. KC Watson; But you must re-
member that you are now dealing with
applicants who earn up to £750 a year.

Hon. 0. FRASER: Yes, and that seems
to be a lot of money, but after all it is
not much if the person concerned is rear-
ing a family. The individual I have in
mind is the man who is receiving less than
£E750 a Year, and I do not want the Act
to be altered so as to debar assistance
being forthcoming to those In whose in-
terests the Act was originally passed. I
can remember the time when we amended
the Act in pre-war days. That amend-
ment was not along the lines suggested by
Mr. Watson by Providing for 10 per cent-,
the amendment was in the contrary direc-
tion. The Act originally permitted a de-
posit of £5 to be accepted, but that pro-
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vision was deleted and the matter of the
deposit was left to the discretion of the
board.

I can well remember the debate. The
idea behind the move was that there were
many who could not pay even £:5 by way
of a deposit. For that reason, the Act
was amended to allow the board to accept
a deposit of £1. I certainly have a strong
objection to any percentage bar being ap-
plied to advances under this legislation.
I re~dily agree that with a house provided
at a cost of £2,000 on a deposit of £:5. the
effect is to make conditions such that it
will be impossible for the person concerned
ever to own the home.

Even so, it is much better to accept such
a low deposit because the individual con-
cerned will, while having no chance of ever
owning the premises, be building up a
small equity in his dwelling which will in-
crease as the years go by and will give
him greater security than he would enjoy
if he were merely Paying rent. As a mat-
ter of fact, in practice the Housing COM-
mission is not accepting deposits of £5
from applicants. The average deposit
would be about £25. I know of some who
have put down £50 or even £100. The
average individual would provide the de-
posit that he can afford. For that reason
I do not want a percentage to be pro-
vided for in the Act, because that would
possibly exclude many who need the
greatest assistance under the legislation.

Hon. H. K. Watson: Do you not think
the applicant should cut his coat according
to his cloth?

Hon. 0. FRASER: In what way?

Hon. H. K. Watson: Instead of getting
a £2,000 home, he should get one at a more
modest price.

Hon. 0. FRASER: Experience shows that
that is exactly what is happening. During
my remarks. I keep referring to workers'
homes when, of course, I really refer to
the State Housing Commission's opera-
tions. I do so in order to distinguish be-
tween the old system and the Common-
wealth-State rental homes arrangement.
There is confusion in the minds of many
people who consider that Commonwealth-
State homes are workers' homes, but they
are not. I Speak of workers' homes so
that members will understand the type I
refer to. I think that since the war about
28 dwellings have been erected under
workers' homes conditions, and if they
were checked up I think the cost would
average between £1,400 and £1,500. In
view of the increased costs during the last
12 months, the value of those homes would
now be greater than £1,500.

Members would find that the largest
portion of those granted assistance under
the Act are those who obtain their dwell-
ings at the cheapest possible prices. As a
matter of fact, it is, to my mind, a turn
of the wheel because I can remember in

1938 or 1937-at any rate, it was just after
the depression period-when Fremantle
members were very busy endeavouring to
secure the erection of workers' homes in
their district. We found, however, that
the outlook of the Workers' Homes Hoard
bad become similar to that of building
societies, and in consequence it had de-
veloped into a business proposition.

Hon. H. K. Watson: Are you not sug-
gesting that a State activity should not be
run on business lines?

Hon. 0. FRASER: No, the hon. member
cannot inveigle me into making an ad-
mission of that sort. I suggest that when
a particular Act is being administered by
a particular department for a parti-
cular purpose, that purpose should be
observed by it-even though It might
mean incurring a loss. In those days the
Workers' Homes Board was not carrying
out the intention of the Act because those
in authority had started to investigate just
what sort of an investment the applicant
would prove to be. If he were in a
permanent position, he would be brought
within the scope of the Act and would be
able to secure a home. On the other hand,
if he were in casual employment he had
no chance of getting one because the board
had developed the idea that it had to be
conducted on business lines.

Hon. A. R. Jones: A caravan would be
the thing for a man in casual employment.

H-on. G. FRASER: Possibly, but he is
entitled to a house.

Hon. H. K. Watson: What you are sug-
gesting would be at State expense.

Hon. G. FRASER: It was not at State ex-
pense at all because he had to make his
weekly payments. Because a man was
in casual employment, the board would
not build a home for him. At that time
the type of home that I refer to cost about
£800 and the salary range for applicants
was between £500 and £600. What we
sought to achieve was to have the Workers'
Homes Act administered in accordance
with the original intention and so pro-
vide homes for men who could not make
other arrangements. We took the matter
up with the Government of the day and
as a result plans and specifications were
drawn up for a cheaper type of home
that would cost about £400, which outlay
was to be repaid at the rate of approxi-
mately 15s. a week, after which applica-
tions were called. Some hundreds of ap-
plications were received and homes were
built. Today that type of home is cost-
Ing up to £2,000.

Hon, H. KC Watson: It is a long call
from £400 to £2,000!

Hon. 0. FRASER: Yes, but what I refer
to was the first introduction of the asbes-
tos-weatherboard type of home that in
those days cost £400 to erect.
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H-on. H. K. Watson: A comparable
amount today would be a maximum of
£1,200.

Hon. 0. FRASER: But we cannot get
that type of home for £1,200.

Hon. H. K. Watson: There are plenty
of self-help homes.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am talking about
homes built by contractors. Such homes
were being built at a cost of from £600
to E650 at the time when building opera-
tions ceased because of the war.

The Minister for Transport: What type
of house would that be?

Hon. G. FRASER: They were constructed
of asbestos and weatherboard. The type
was the forerunner of the asbestos-
weatherboard house we have today. It
was the cheapest type then.

Ron. L. A. Logan: You would not get
a cheaper type.

Hon. G. FRASER: It is unfortunate
that such dwellings today cost up to
£2,000. Since the war they cost about
£1,500. 1 am assuming the greater cost
I refer to because of the increased charges
that have applied during the last 12
months. If we include in the Act a bar
regarding deposits, we shall thereby ex-
clude from its provisions many of those
in whose interests the Act was originally
passed. Rather than do that, I would
prefer the Act to be discarded altogether.
I would make a suggestion whereby the
applicant for workers' homes could be re-
lieved to a very large extent of the
necessity for heavy weekly commitments.
by an extension of the amortisation pro-
vision. I have suggested that the period
should be somewhat similar to that oper-
ating in connection with the Common-
wealth-State rental homes, namely, 53
years. Some members might point out
that they are brick homes. But they are
not all brick homes: quite a number are
of weatherboard and asbestos.

Hon. A. R. Jones: They will not last
53 years, either!

Hon. 0. FRASER: I do not know about
that. I believe that those who drew up
the plans should know something about
their business and would not have advised
the Government to advance money on
something which would go out of existence
before the repayments had been made.
The Period of repayment for war service
homes is 45 years: and I suggested last
year that consideration should be given
to that phase, and that the term be altered
from 40 years, in respect of the homes I
am discussing, to 45 or 53 years. There
should not be any distinction between the
period of repayment for Commonwealth-
State rental homes and that for workers'
homes.

By that means, although these houses
are costing Quite considerable sums-any-
thing up to £2,000--the burden of repay-
ment would be lightened for those taking
them over. We find that even though a
period of 53 years operates with the Com-
monwealth-State rental homes, some
people are now making repayments at the
rate of £2 2s. per week. That is a very
large slice out of a man's salary. I can
imagine that if the 40-year period of re-
payment for workers' homes remains in
force, some of the People occupying those
places will reach the stage of having to
make a repayment of £2 per week. That
is too high altogether, and the Govern-
ment should give some consideration to
bringing the period into line with that
operating in connection with Common-
wealth-State rental homes.

Hon. H. IC. Watson: If that were done,
half the population of the State would
be killed in the rush to get workers' homes.

Hon. 0. FRASER: Nothing of the kind!
The average individual with money to en-
able him to make Private arrangements
will continue to make provision accord-
ingly. Nine out of 10 people turn to work-
ers' homes or to other building schemes be-
cause they cannot make any other ar-
rangements.

Hon. A. R. Jones: And never will, either!

Hon. G. FRASER: Possibly not. That
might be because they are doing a job for
Australia by rearing a family. For that
reason a number of them are not in a
position to have sufficient money to put
down a deposit on a home. That is one
class of people for whom this measure
was intended. I will admit that in all
communities there are some people who
will never have 10s.. even though they
might earn £10 a week, but my plea is on
behalf of the average individual. I want
to do something for people who, through
no fault of their own, are not in a position
to go to the Commonwealth Bank and
put down 15 per cent.

Hon. W. J. Mann: What, in these days?
Hon. G. FRASER: Yes.

Hon. A. R. Jones: There are many who
cannot.

Hon. W. J. Mann: If they looked after
their money they could.

Hon. 0. FRASER: I have had a lot of
dealings with some of the most genuine
people it is possible to find in this State,
and they have not been as fortunate as the
hon. member.

Hon. W. J. Mann: You mean that they
have not been able to raise £15?

Hon. 0. FRASER: I said 15 per cent.,
not £15. There is a big difference.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That is a different
thing. I withdraw what I said.
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Hon. 0. FRASER: At the moment, I
happen to be handling the case of an
individual who is as good living a man as
it is possible to find. He works hard but
is on the lowest wage paid-the basic wage.
He is a good, genuine toiler, and is getting
a war service home built.

Hon. A. R. Jones: He is a rarity.

HOn. G. FRASER: I do not know what
company the hon. member keeps, but it
must be very bad company if he believes
that such a man is a rarity. I do not move
in exclusive circles, but this man of whom
I speak is not a rarity. Evidently the
People of the Midland Province must be a
very bad type if that is the experience of
the hon. member. This individual strug-
gled on and discovered the disadvantage
of the rise and fall clause in the housing
contract. It may happen that, after con-
tracts have been signed for the building
of a home at a certain figure, there is
some other direction, and the result, under
the rise and fall clause, is a call for addi-
tional money, which the person concerned
is unable to find.

A number of people have found them-
selves in that position. They have raised
every penny it was possible for them to
obtain and have expended the money they
have saved through the years, such as
deferred pay, gratuities, and so on. These
are genuine people, who have spent their
all in an attempt to purchase homes; but
because of some slight alteration in the
basic wage which has resulted in increased
costs, they are unable to get their homes
built.

Hon. A. Rt. Jones: I would say we should
give such a man as that a home. But
how are we to decide who is genuine and
who is not?

HOn. 0. FRLASER: The hon. member
will find that the majority of People are
genuine. It is the odd ones who are not.
I believe in the old saying that there is
a lot of good in the worst of us, and a lot
of bad in the best of us. or something -to
that effect. If such a person were able
under this Act to take advantage of
conditions such as obtain in relation to
workers' homes, he would be In no
trouble when faced with increased costs
and would be able to have his home built.
That would not be so if some members
had their way and 10 per cent. were in-
sisted on.

I welcome the Bill and hope it will be
Passed. I refer chiefly to the first por-
tion, concerning the increase in the amount
of advance, and that dealing with the
definition of worker. I am giving more
thought to the reference to rates. I will
Possibly vote in favour of the suggested
provision, but at the moment I am not
keen about it. Like some other members,
I am worried about the advance of up to
£2,000. I believe that we are going be-

yond the stage when any worker will be
able to own his house. That is one
of the reasons why I suggest an alteration
in the period of repayment from 40 to
53 years.

Even with repayments spread over 40
years, there are very few people who will
be alive when the last payment is made.
The extension of the period to 53 years will
Place People in a much better position as
they will have to make lesser payments
per week during the period specified.

Hon. A. L. Loton: You believe in a man
being able to own his home?

Hon. 0. FRASER: Yes. I want it to
be made possible for a person to own a
house; but if it is necessary for a man
to pay £2 per week, then a number of
people will never begin with the idea of
owning their houses because they will
realise that it is impossible. I do not want
people to have to deny themselves things
throughout their lives by having to take
a large slice each week out of their salary
to make repayments on a home. I support
the second reading, with the reservation
that I shall give further consideration to
the provision dealing with rates.

On motion by the Minister for Trans-
port, debate adjourned.

BILL-INSPECTION OF SCAFFOLDING
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Readingw.
Debate resumed from the 19th October.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland) (5.403:
Apparently this Hill has been introduced
for the express purpose of repealing the
old schedule to the Inspection of Scaf-
folding Act with the intention of replac-
ing it with regulations. As the Act
stands, before the schedule can be al-
tered, it is necessary for the measure to
be brought before Parliament and be
amended. Over a period of 25 years there
have been only four amendments to the
schedule. Now there seems to be a desire
to rush this Hill through and to repeal
the schedule before regulations have been
framed for tabling. In effect, this means
that we have to give the Government an
open cheque in regard to what is put
in the regulations. I do not think this
House should let the Government get
away with anything like that.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: There must be
an Act before there can be regulations.

H-on. L. A. LOGAN: I realise that. But
the regulations are not even ready, and
in reply to a question in another place,
the Minister said he hoped to have them
gazetted before the adjournment of Par-
liament. Since there have been only
four amendments in 25 years, I think that
this Bill could have been left for another
month until regulations had been drawn
up ready for tabling in Parliament im-
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mediately the measure became law. I
object to what has been done. I also
object to the powers it is proposed to give
to inspectors. Some of them are very
strange. Whoever he may be, or what-
ever his qualifications are, an inspector
will be given authority to direct men who
may be master builders with 20 or 30
years' experience, or architects who have
been engaged in their profession for a
'similar period. An inspector who may not
have had very much experience at all
will be able to direct these people to do
certain things.

What those things are, we do not know,
because we have not seen the regulations
and we have to guess what they will be.
However, there is enough in this amend-
ment to make us a little wary of passing
on such power to inspectors. It may be
said that the inspectors are all qualified
men. As to that, we have had experience
in the past of inspectors, especially those
connected with the Housing Commission,
who have not done their job properly; and
it can happen under this measure that
inspectors without qualifications will be
directing qualified men with lengthy ex-
perience. I am not a builder, but appar-
ently builders are not happy about this
position. We should go carefully into the
matter before giving inspectors the
powers suggested. I would also like to
ask why it was necessary for this Bill
to be introduced with such haste before
regulations were thought about.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: There has been
no haste.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I do not see what
else there has been. To begin with, it is
proposed to repeal the schedule. As there
are no regulations, does not the hon.
member think that it would have been
only proper for the Minister to have
such regulations framed before introduc-
ing the measure?

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: It has never
been done yet.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: That is no reason
why it cannot be done now. I maintain
that the regulations should have been
framed so as to be available immediately
the Bill was passed by both Houses. I
do not know how we are to overcome the
difficulty and it seems that we must agree
to the second reading, but at all events I
have voiced my protest.

On motion by the Minister for Trans-
port, debate adjourned.

BILL-HfEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Readitng.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson-Midland) [5.471 in
moving the second reading said: The pro-
posals in this Bill have been recommended
by the officers of the Department of Pub-
lic Health for the purposes of-.

(a)

(b)

the improvement of health con-
ditions within the State; and
providing local authorities with
financial and other authority to
implement their responsibilities
under the Act.

The parent Act was passed by Parlia-
ment in 1911, and, since then, to keep
abreast of the rapidly improving methods
of health control, it has been amended
on no less than 18 occasions. In order
to obviate confusion the Act and amend-
ments have been consolidated, and the
consolidation appears in Volume 3 of the
Reprinted Acts of Western Australia, which
was published this year.

The first amendment, which affects Sec-
tion 22, has been requested by several local
health authorities and the Local Govern-
ment Association. Section 22 provides
that, for health purposes, any area of land
outside a municipal district may be placed
under the control of the municipality. This
provision was inserted in the Act at a
time prior to all road boards becoming
local health authorities. In those days it
was necessary, on occasions, to pro-
vide supervision over offensive trade pre-
mises and as the road board, in whose.
district the premises were located, did not.
possess the required health powers, the
only alternative was to place the premises
under the Jurisdiction of the nearest muni-
cipality.

Nowadays, aLl) road boards are local
health authorities and as such they natur-
ally desire to exert control over their
entire districts. However, it has been
ascertained that there is no legal power
to return the areas in question to road
board control. The amendment, therefore,
proposes to give authority for this to be
done whenever necessary.

The second and third amendments,
which refer to Sections 40 and 41, respec-
tively, provide for increases in the maxi-
mums of general health rates and sani-
tary rates, levied by local authorities. In
districts which are declared from time to
time by the Governor, the proposals are
to Increase the general health rate from
a maximum of 9d. to Is. in the £ on the
annual assessment, or when rates are
based on the capital unimproved value, to
increase them from lid, to 3d. in the E.
In districts not declared by the Governor,
the increases are from 6d. to Od. in the
£ on the annual assessment, and from id.
to 2d. in the E On the capital unimproved
value.

In regard to sanitary rates it is pro-
posed to increase these from a maximum
of 6d. to 8d. in the £ on the annual assess-
ment, and from id. to 2d. in the t on the
capital unimproved value. These proposed
increases have been brought about by agi-
tation on the part of many local authori-
ties, who submitted that the limits in-
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posed by the Act did not return them suffi-
cient revenue to provide adequate health
services. On investigation by the Public
Health Department this was found to be
correct. Twenty-six out of 81 local authori-
ties whose finances were examined ended
the year 1948-49 with overdrafts, although
10 of the 26 had commenced the year
with credit balances.

The department is satisfied that the
present health rate limits preclude the
provision by local authorities of adequate
health services, and that the relationship
between the maximums allowed where
irates are based on annual values and un-
improved values, respectively, discrimin-
ates to the disadvantage of the latter.
These maximums were provided in 1911
and since then, of course, money values
have changed appreciably. In addition,
motor transport in connection with sani-
tary services is much more expensive than
the old horse and cart method.

In the past, too, many local authorities
did not employ health inspectors, while
now the provision of qualified inspectors
is considered essential. The payment of
these inspectors constitutes a further drain
on the health vote of local authorities. It
may be postulated that unless local auth-
orities are given authority to obtain addi-
tional revenue for health purposes, there
will be demands for increased Participation
by the Government in such matters. This
would result in a most unwanted degree
of centralisation. It appears obvious that
unless rates are increased there will be
curtailment of many health services.

The next amendment provides a new
section for the Act. This gives the Com-
missioner of Public Health power to order
the compulsory chest x-ray of all persons
over 14 years of age. At the meeting of
Premiers and Ministers for Health in Can-
berra in 1948, it was decided that this Pro-
vision was essential to the Common-
wealth's Plan for the eventual elimination
of tuberculosis, and all States were asked
to implement the necessary legislation. It
was considered that the effect of such aL
provision would be the location of, and
attention to, unreported cases Of tuber-
culosis.

It is possible that many cases in the
early stages of the disease will be dis-
covered, and that the majority of these
will be cured completely. Unsuspected
carriers of the disease are a great menace
to their contacts, and are a greater danger
to the community than the known cases.
it does not follow that all persons over 14
years of age will be examined compulsorily.
It is proposed to select certain classes,
such as handlers of food and persons such
as teachers and hairdressers who are in
close contact with the public.
.Then again, it will also enable the

examination of non-assisted migrants.
many of whom have active tuberculosis.

The non-x-ray of these persons prior to
their leaving for Australia constitutes a
serious leakage in our control programme.
It is possible that some persons may con-
sider that -compulsory examination in-
fringes personal liberty. However. the pro-
tection of the general health of the COM-
munity and the building up of virile future
generations have to be considered. Wage
earners requiring treatment need have no
fear now that their families will be in
want, as the Commonwealth Tuberculosis
Act provides adequate financial assistance.
In order that all members may be au fait
with the details of such assistance. I have
arranged for the distribution of copies of
the latest pamphlet on the matter.

Another amendment gives the Com-
missioner of Public Health the authority
to inform the parents of any child under
16 years of age, if the Commissioner sus-
pects or knows that such a child is suffer-
ing from venereal disease. At present all
persons engaged in the administration of
the Act are required to maintain close
secrecy in regard to matters concerning
venereal disease, the penalty for infringe-
ment of such secrecy being £100. Now,
if the Commissioner learns that a child
has venereal disease he cannot inform its
parents. All he can do. if the child is
not undergoing treatment, is to place it in
an institution, without divulging the rea-
son to the parents.

It is considered that it would be far pre-
ferable to inform the parents and give
them the responsibility of having the child
treated. The parents would have to com-
ply with the provisions in the Act relating
to treatment of the disease. It is pro-
posed to repeal Section 322 of the Act.
which provides that local authorities may
recover any expenses incurred in the main-
tenance or treatment of hospital patients.
The reason for this is that the Common-
wealth-State Hospital Benefits Agreement
provides that no charge shall be made
against patients for treatment in a public
ward of a public hospital.

Local authorities are responsible, under
the Health Act, for the control of in-
fectious diseases in their districts. When
a local authority arranges the admission
of a patient to an infectious diseases hos-
pital, the hospital receives the usual allow-
ance of Ss. 3d. per day under the Hospital
Benefits Agreement. This, of course, does
not cover all the cost of treatment, and
the balance is charged by the hospital
against the local authority. Some local
authorities have endeavoured to exercise
the power of recovery to which I have
alluded, but this has constituted a breach
of the Commonwealth-State agreement.
It has therefore become necessary to ex-
cise this power of recovery from the Act.

The penultimate amendment is designed
to permit local authorities, if they desire,
to increase their financial assistance to
district nursing systems, infant health
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centres and hospitals. Under the Act each
local authority's annual subsidies to
these organisations must not exceed a
total of 10 per cent. of the ordinary in-
come of the authority. The amendment
provides that the total annual subsidies
shall not exceed 1.0 per cent. of the ordi-
nary income, or £100, whichever is the
greater. These subsidies are made by
local authorities at their own discretion,
and arc not controlled in any manner
by the Public Health Department. Some
small local authorities have a very meagre
ordinary income, the bulk of which is
realised from services provided by the
authority.

For instance, sanitary services may be
operated by contract, and the local auth-
ority would not handle the money in-
volved. In such a case the ordinary in-
come of the local authority might be as
low as £50. The present maximum of
subsidy allowed in the Act restricts local
health authorities which wish to assist
amenities in their districts, si4ch as hos-
pitals and infant health clinics. It is a
fact that road boards and municipalities
may subsidise infant health clinics from
their respective funds, but it is consid-
ered that as local authorities are em-
powered under the Health Act to con-
duct health activities, they should be
given the power under the same Act to
finance such enterprises.

The last amendment refers to Section
343, under which the Governor may pre-
pare model bylaws in regard to health
matters, and have these published in the
"Government Gazette". Any local auth-
ority may then adopt, by resolution, the
whole or part of these bylaws, with or
without modification. The resolution of
the local authority is then published in
the "Government Gazette". It so hap-
pens that there are frequent amendments
to the model bylaws, in order to keep
pace with modern methods of health con-
trol. Some of these amendments are
adopted by all of the 150 local authori-
ties. This means that the resolutions of
all of these 15G bodies have to be pub-
lished in the "Government Gazette". To
do this it is necessary to submit 150 files
to the Crown Solicitor for checking pur-
poses and for the preparation of docu-
ments. Then each of the 150 files is
placed before Executive Council for ap-
proval, and 150 notices are published in
the "Government Gazette". Members will
agree that this is not only a cumbersome
procedure but also is a drain on Minis-
ters' time and that of senior Government
officers.

The same difficulty was experienced in
adopting bylaws made under the Road
Districts Act, but this was overcome by
amending that Act in a manner similar
to that proposed in this Bill. That Is.
it will empower the Government to make
regulations in respect to all health mat-
ters regarding which a local authority

may make bylaws, and to declare that
such regulations shall apply in any or
all districts or portions of districts
throughout the State. This will enable
universal general standards to be applied
without cumbersome administrative pro-
cedure, and will save considerable time,
especially as regards local health auth-
orities in the more remote parts of the
State. It will be necessary to exercise
this Power only where uniform general
standards are required, and it will not
prevent local authorities fromi making
bylaws to adapt the regulations to local
conditions.

At present, the Governor and the Com-
missioner have power to make bylaws and
to require local health authorities to
adopt them, so the amendment will not
impose further control by the Commis-
sioner on local authorities. It will be con-
ceded that it is preferable to have uni-
form regulations covering such matters as
food, drugs, meat inspection and sanita-
tion, than for each of 150 local authorities
to make its own local bylaws. It will be
noticed that this amendment validates
regulations already made in regard to
camps and caravans and Argentine ant
control. It was erroneously thought there
was authority to make these regulations,
but it has been discovered that this was
wrong. These regulations are examples.
where uniform general standards are de-
sirable, and where regulations which are
applicable throughout the State are pre-
f erable to the making of bylaws by num-
erous local authorities. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. J. G. Hislop, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL-BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL ACT

AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

THE MdINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson-Midland) [6.4] in
moving the second reading said: As mem-
bers know, the Building Operations and
Building Materials Control Act was passed
in 1945, following the announcement of the
Commonwealth Government's desire to sur-
render its powers of control over the sup-
ply of building material and the construc-
tion of buildings. Swift action was taken
by the then State Government in order
that control could be continued under
State authority. The Government, after
full consideration, is Of opinion that it is
necessary to continue the Act for another
12 months, that is, until the 31st Decem-
ber, 1951. An object of the Bill is to pro-
vide an expeditious method of easing con-
trols at any time, without having recourse
to the far slower system of amending the
Act which, of course, can be done only
while Parliament is in session.
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The Bill proposes that the Governor
shall have power by proclamation in the
"Goverrnent Gazette't to exempt, at any
time, any person or class of persons, or
building operation or class of bulding
operations, wholly or partially from the
restrictive provisions of the Act. This
means that, if necessary, any person or
any building operation may be exempted
from control practically immediately. The
ill also provides that proclamations may

.be issued to amend the maximum amount
of money a person may spend each year
-without permit on his residential or busi-
ness premises. The limit allowed each
year at present is £50 for a house and £100
for business premises. It is quite possible
that circumstances might arise during the
parliamentary recess where an amendment
of these maximum amounts is warranted.
If this can be done by proclamation in-
stead of waiting until Parliament meets to
amend the Act, the public will have the
advantage earlier of the increased limits.

At this stage I should like to present
members with some information regard-
ing the building programme generally. I
do not propose to go into too many details,
but if members desire any further infor-
mation I will be only too pleased to en-
deavour to supply it when replying to the
second reading debate. I am glad to say
that there appears now to be a gratifying
improvement in the building rate. Mem-
bers know that before the war about 2,000
homes were built annually. The war, of
course, presented us with a tremendous lag
to overcome, which was accentuated by the
increase in population. For these reasons,
allied to the twin shortages of basic build-
ing materials and labour, it became neces-
sary to ensure that building was guided
into the most deserving channels. It Is
interesting to note that in the past three
years our population has increased by more
than 50,000. During the year ended the
30th June, 1950, 3,509 homes were com-
pleted, and there were 5,031 in course of
erection. I will quote some comparative
figures which will indicate the progress
being made-

1946-47
1947 -48
1948-49
1949-50

Houses Houses in coursecompleted of construction.
1,792 2,448
2,771 3,075
3,244 3,843
3,509 5,031

These figures reveal that the completed
rate has risen by 96 per cent. in three
years, and that there are 105 per cent.
more houses under construction than there
were three years ago. In the two years
that have elapsed since the 30th June,
1948, the building Labour force has in-
creased from 5,591 to 6,908, an improve-
ment of 23 per cent. This does not include
owner-builders, who are doing a very fine
job.

The Labour force is being augmented by
the. nomination of tradesmen from Great
Britain, a procedure approved by the trade
union movement, provided the necessary
material is available for the men to use.
At the 30th June. 1950, 3,653 homes had
been built under the Cdmmonwealth-State
Rental Agreement and 1,016 were under
construction, 319 of these being in rural
areas. Steps are being taken for the
manufacture of small pre-cUt homes, which
will be of particular value for country dis-
tricts, and another effort made to solve the
housing difficulty was the calling of ten-
ders oversea for prefabricated homes.
These tenders are now under consideration
and it is hoped to finalise negotiations
.soon. The contract provides that success-
ful tenderers must supply their own mate-
rial and labour, and must erect accom-
modation for their workmen.

I do not intend to digress upon the
subject of costs, but must say that the
cost per square, despite recent rises, still
compares favourably with those of the
other States. A recent survey indicated
that by the 30th June, 1955, we will need
another 30,000 homes to cater f or our
population, exclusive of migration, which
we are informed will be about 15,000 each
year. This means that to keep pace, we
require at least 8,000 or 9,000 homes each
year for the next five years. Then, on
top of this, is the realisation that housing
is only one facet of the problem. More
schools will be needed, as well as hospitals,
clinics, kindergartens, shops, etc. It is
for these reasons that control is needed
to ensure a balanced and necessary build-
ing programme. I propose to quote a few
production figures.

Bricks, of course, have been a big prob-
lenm, and the Government has been forced
to establish further brickworks. owing to
private enterprise being wary of entering
the industry. In 1939, there were 53.000,000
bricks produced. This fell to 7,000,000 in
1944, but, by the efforts of the Department
of Industrial Development and the Hous-
Ing Commission, this was built up to
57,000,000 in 1950. This is a very gratify-
ing increase, but It is only sufficient to
build 3.500 houses. However, it Is hoped,
as a result of the activities of the depart-
ments I have mentioned, to produce
90.000,000 by the end of 1951. The short-
age of bricks is one reason why it is neces-
sary to maintain control to divert build-
ing into the most deserving channels.

To improve the position, the Govern-
ment has given every assistance to the pro-
duction of alternative building materials,
such as cement, concrete blocks and board
sections. These have been a great assist-
ance both to home building and industrial
construction. The future is bright so far
as tiles are concerned. In 1944 the annual
production was 575,000. BY 1947 it had
risen to 4,500,000 and for the 12 months
ended the 30th June, 1950, it was 8,000,000.
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About 3,500,000 of this output are cement
tiles. The opening of new works at Welsh-
pool will greatly step up production and.
as I have said, the future position is
brighter, although shortages still recur at
present.

Cement production is not satisfactory.
but every effort is being made to improve
the situation. Present production amounts
to 1,250 tons per week. The local com-
pany is arranging to duplicate its plant,
but in the meantime demands far out-
reach supplies. There is a possibility of
another works opening in Western Aus-
tralia, but this is still in the negotiation
stage. Production of asbestos cement
sheets has been more than trebled since
the war and extensions by the local com-
pany are expected next year to double
the present output.

Importation of vital necessities from the
Eastern States, such as galvanised iron
and piping, is most worrying. Industrial
disputes have affected production and the
shipping position is a tremendous prob-
lem. I must say, however, that the most
strenuous efforts have been made to imi-
prove the situation. No stone has been left
unturned and there is nothing that can
be done other than to continue these ef-
forts. Timber, of course, is another prob-
lem, and every effort is being made to
improve the position. The output of three
large mills was lost owing to fire, and
several other large mills have been pro-
ducing only 40 per cent. of their permis-
sible output.

A regulation has been gazetted recently
to insist that sawmillers must cut at least
75 per cent. of their permissible intake,
and this should help to increase produc-
tion. The production of timber In this
State in 1950 was less than in 1937-38,
when it amounted to 285.000 loads. By
1946-47, this had fallen to 199,000 loads.
and in 1950 it was 216,000 loads-69,000
loads, or 25 per cent. less than in 1937-38.
One of the diffiulties is shortage of labour,
practically all mills being undermannned,
owing to the refusal of men to leave the
more settled areas. It is hoped that, when
several new mills come into operation, a
happier story can be told.

The overall local production picture Is
such that it is still necessary, and will be
necessary for some time, to import from
oversea materials such as galvanized iron,
water piping, cement and asbestos, at costs
considerably greater than the local pro-
ducts. I trust that the information I have
given will assist members to decide that.
in the interests of a balanced building
programme, it is still necessary to con-
tinue the operations of the Act. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. A. L. Loton, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.15vp.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.. and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
Section "A," 1950.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received from the
AUditor General a copy of Section "A" of
his report on the Treasurer's statement of
the Public Accounts for the financial year
ended the 30th June. 1950. It will be laid
on the Table of the House.

QUESTIONS.
MEAT.

As to Price Increase.
Mr. J. HEONEY asked the Attorney

General:
Is it a fact that the master butchers

have. on their own initiative, made a sub-
stantial increase in the price of meat?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

The Prices Branch has no knowledge of
any such action. If individual cases of
overcharging come under notice, the neces-
sary investigation will be made.

PARLIAMENTARY SESSION.
As to Probable Date of Conclusion,

Hon. P. 3. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Premier:

Has he given any consideration to when
the House may conclude its business for
this session?
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